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Utica sailor drowns

» He wasn’t wearing
life vest when boat
capsized on Oneida
Lake.

By Michele Breidenbach
and Edwin Acevedo
Statf Writers

CONSTANTIA — Rescue work-
ers pulled the body of a Utica man
off the floor of Oneida Lake Sun-
day mormng, less than a day after
the Boy Scout leader plunged mto
choppv waters while niding a Ho-
bycat.

Allen Espinoza, 39, a Constantia
native, was not wearing a Iife jack-
et, saud Cleveland Fire Chuef Jack
Cottet, who led rescue attempts.

T'he Hohveat a double-hulled
DALy Lidiy bupdiobu duva aedb
pm Saturday 1in the mddle of
Oneida Lake, two miles off the
ha_féllet of Bernhards Bay, Cottet
sard.

Searchers returned to the area
at 830 am Sunday and found Es-
pmoza at the boitom of the lake
abeut an hour later, Cottet said,

Espinoza left behmd a son and a
daughter, who live with iher
moiher He shared a trailer with a
friend m Guca after he and his
wife divorced, said another friend,
Larry Ellis of Constaniia.

“He was a good athilete, but the
lake claums the best of ug,” Elhs
said. “Al was a survivor, ang that’s

one of the reasons this hits me so
hal‘d_"

Espinoza, a 1976 graduate of
Paul V. Moore High School in Cen-
tral Square, was a carpenter. He
was also enrolled 1n classes at Mo-
hawk Valley Communty College.

“He wanted to do something else
with his hie,” Ellis said “He want-
ed to be a BOCES teacher.”

Espinoza loved ammals and the
outdoors, and spent his free time
teaching chuldren to do the same,
In the winter, he would drag an ice
shanty filled with Boy Scouts onto
Oneida Lake to feed hot chub to the
people who were fishing, Elbs sad.
He taugne young boys 10 cean fish
and skin rabbits — something that
didn’t always make um popular
with other Boy Scout leaders

He was scoutmaster of Troop
723 Hawatha Councl until about
Lo v 2 mama s nthan narente nren-
tested s SKIMINE ANldis M) Uil
of thetr children

Espinoza breathed life into a
woman who nearly drowned on
Oneida Lake two summers ago
londgtlme friend David Schwalm
said,

Several “Hobycatters’” were
hanging out near the shore when
thev saw a woman floating mn the
water.

“None of us were real adept at
CPR and she was twrmng blue,’
Schwalm said “Al just took over
With one swipe of his hand, he
wiped off her mouth and planted
hie mouthk arcund hers and blew.
‘We saw her stomach rise.”

Espinoza grew up on county
RBanta 17 npar Bernhards Bav
wiele Ny Hichde sun aduepg wudd
boats. He was Just learming how to
sail small saillboats when he
drowned.

Espinoza knew the lake and, at 6
feet tall and 225 pounds, was
good shape, Eils said He said Es-
pinoza horrowed the Hobyeat from
a friend to sad on Saturday.

Espimoza was salling alope but
had comyparions wih hun in three
other boats, Oswego County sher-
iff 5 deputies said. Cottet said one
of Espinoza’s friends jumped mto
the water after the Hobycat cap-
sized, but was unable to rescue Es-
pinoza because of the wind and
waves.

GARY WALTS/Stalf pholographer

Cottet said 1t took about 45 min-
utes for the friends to return to
21T ulia T OO TV

A helicopter and water search
for Espinoza was called off about
530 p.m Saturday after about two
hours because high winds kicked
up waves of three to four feet Di-
vers need to be able to get 1n and
out of the boat, Cottet sad, and
hugh waves made 1t dangerous for
them.

Sunday, Cotet swid, winds wete
only about 5 mph, with foot-lugh
waves About 75 people from dive
teams n Madison, Oneida, Ononda-
ga and Oswego counties — irom as
far away as Cazenovia and Sandy
Creek — helped with the search,
Cotiet saud

Oswego
County res-
cue person-
nel remove
the body of
Allen Espino-
za, 39, from
the marina in
Constantia
Sunday.
About 75
people from
dive teams In
Madison,
Oneida,
Onondaga
and Oswego
counties
helped with
the search. A
Sandy Creek
Fire Depart-
ment boat
brought the
body ashore,

Sgt Robert Lighthall, in charge
of the marmne division at the Oswe-
said the case will go 1o county cor-
oner Denmis N. Hawthorne Sr. If
there 15 an autopsy, Lighthatl said,
1t will probably be performed by
Cayuga County Medical Examner
Dr. Janice Ross

Gal Softa, also a Bernhards Bay
satlor, said Espineza could be alive
today 1f he had worn s ife jacket.

15 sad that a boat could come
to shore with a hfe jacket still at-
tached,” she said “That’s the hard
part to aceept — thart it could have
been prevented Boaters do not un-
derstand the value of the safety
equipment they have until a trage-

dy happens.

» But one vendor
shutdown when he
tries to sell Beanie
Babies,

By Erin M. Duggan
Staff Writer

For the thousands of foiks
huntig for everything from dol-
lar bills 1ssued i 1935 to turp-of-

\be-century Gramieware dishes.
Liverpooi's 14th annual An-
tiquefest was a great find

“There’s a litile romance 0
huymg something with a istory
to 1t,” sard Sue Labet man of Syra-
cuse deliberaling beiveen two
antigue bracelets Sunday

Ag the crowd wound 1ty way
through Onendaga Lake Park,
520 vendors offered deals on an-
tigue furniture tools, kitchen-
ware, collecuibles — even player
planos

Anuguefest co-promoter Bobi
Dallas estumated the three-day
event went well over last year's
attendance of 15,000

“This 1s a great weekend to be
out and about m Syracuse,” Dai-
las said

‘I've always liked old stuff,
ever since T was a kid,” said an-
tigue-lewelry dealer Dave
Delap "“The quality of work-
mansiip was much higher, the
stones were cut nicer.”

3u, dppatclicly, weie Lie disle

_ es Even one pece of the swirled

porcelain Gramteware does not
come cheap — a plate from the
late 18005 runs nearly $100, said

Lorramne Zavorskas, an antiques
dealer from Connecticut.

“A lot of folks like 1t because
each mece 15 different,” Zavor-
skas said “It's a grandma’s kitch-
en-type thing

Gramteware was discontinued
m the mid-19003, and the nunt 18
on for collectors trying to amass
a full set And the red knd —
forget about it.

“Coliectors have 1t all,” Zavor-
skas said

Buying antiques 15 more than
Just acquring old furniure, an-
tiques lovers say

“It 5 the nostalgra,” said Dallas,
whose work with. Anfiguefest
has made antiques a focal pomt
in her life “We remember the
sights and smells of when we
were small It evokes memories
for people — that’s the greatest
appeal ”

Lovers of antiques say they're
always searching to find that
piece of work that's unique or
hard to find.

“It's the value and difference
of things that you can't just go
out and buy now,” antiques deal-
er Glenn Adams said. “IUs the
thmil of the chase, I guess they
say "’

Adams said he and his wife
began The Old White Barn An-
tiques afier they ‘collected so

many it was time to start geting
rid nf tham

Pat Musek and her husband,
Dana, have a similar story Tired

of their jobs — she worked at
IBM, he was an electrician — the

15,000-plus drawn to anfiques

couple decided four years ago to
devote themselves to thewr love
of antiques.

It has paid off, and they
couldn’t be happier.

“T don’t know how I worked
for someeone else for so long,”
said Pat Musek “We choose our
own shows and the money 1s
very good. '

The Museks specialize 1n furni-
ture from the mid- to late 1800s,
and sell at about 20 antiques
shows a year. Their larger items
bring in thousands of dollars, and
at the end of the day Sunday, Pat
sad they sold ther own old din~
mg room table

One of the most italked-about
Hems at the antiques fair wasn’t
old at all This year’s hotiest toy
— Beame Babies — turned up at
a number of booths at the An-
tiguefest. And organizers weren't
happy

Dallas declared Beame Babies
to be contraband, and ordered
vendors to stop selling them One
vendor was even shut down after
he sokd 150 of the toys

“There 15 a market for Beame
Babies,”” Dalias said, “but the
venue for the sale of Beanie Ba-
bies 15 not at an antique show ”

Dallas said the contract signed
by vendors banned 1tems such as
Beanie Babies

But vendor John Downey of
Johnson City said he brought
£15,000 worth of the toys to the
ghomr and anld 1AM nf them he.
fore he was shut down Sunday
afternoon

“For a kid to he happy today,”
he said, “what's the harm?*”
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KATHARINE CICCARELLQY Contnbuting phatographer
NIL BATRUCH, 11, of Elbndge and Brendan Montgomery, 8 of
Avrora, left, play Uno to pass the ime Sunday at the Antique Fest
at Long Branch Park near Liverpool.

(OP has been in power for 20 years

Continued from Page A5

legislature “They’ll be throwing
money we can’t even fathom at
some of the races ™

GOP

Consetvative Party members ac-

count for less than 2 percent of all
the county s registered voters But
they wield mfluence beyond thewr
enrollment numbers COver the
years, more voters have looked at
the Conservative hne as a cue

Eight years ago, 5,352 voters
cast ballots on the Conservative
line for county legislature candi-
dates They accounted for 5 per-
cent of the 107,029 people who
voted

In the 1995 races, 8,110 people —
8 5 percent of those voting —
voted on the Conservative line.

In four election years since 1989,

“It’ll be difficult
to take the
majority from
Republicans.”

—- Edward Ryan, legislator

county legislature candidates who
appeared on the Conservative line
won 4% times and lost 20 In con-
tested races, however, the differ-
ence narrowed. Conservative-
backed candrdates won 32 races
and lost 20

One statistic 15 dispiriting for
Democrats Of the 10 Democrats

who had the Conservative line m
therr races agawnst Republican in-
cumbents smce 1989, only one
won That lone Democrat victor —
Delaney of North Syracuse mn 1535
— defeated a Repubhcan who had
been appomted to serve out a year
remaining 1n the term,

If Democrats hang onte the Con-
servative hne, they think they can
run close races agamst Andrews
and Boehlert — perhaps close
enough to win

In 1993, Andrews had the Con-
servative line and won his first
election by 965 votes over his clos-
est competitor In a three-candidate
race. in 1995, without the Conser-
vative Iine, Andrews won by just
488 votes.

The Conservative choice

The number of voters
choosing Conservahve
Party candidates for the
Onondaga County
Legislature 1s increasing
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"These years featured races for county
exacutive wiach may have drawn more
vaters 16 the polls

Source Onondaga County Board
of Elections
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Nine Mile nuclear plants start operations review

» Nuclear Regulatory
Commission orders systems
check.

By biary Jo mii

Staff Writer

SCRIBA — The three nuclear power plants
at Nine Mile Pont have started a lengthy re-
view to make sure the facilities operate the way
they were originally designed.

The U S. Nuclear Regulatory Comrmssion 15
requiring all the commercial nuclear power

Iants 1 the country to certify that they con-
orm to their designs.

Plna NR{™e ranijact came after nroblems were
found at other plants
" All three Millstone nuclear plants in New

_ London, Conn., were oyt of compliance with
- therr plant designs, said Diane Scrency, an NRC

3

¥ r

!

spokeswoman Changes to the designs hadn’t
been documented or the plants hadn’t followed
thednght process for malking the changes, she
sal

Similar problems were found at the Mamne
Yankee plant m Bath, Mame, Screnci said

Niagara Mohawk Power Corp. siaried s ie-
view 1n late May at Nine Mile Point 1 and 2 1n
Seriba, said Alberto Bianchetty, a utility spokes-
man. The work 15 expected to be done by the
end of next year, About 18 people are dedicated
to the project, Bianchett said.

The group 15 making sure the plants are oper-
ated and maintained in a way that 1s consistent
wiih their designs, Bianchett: said.

The utihity will look at the base-hne blueprint
for the plants and at the documentation that
DM AL O Ll s asa vy o - -
anbéyengneermg analyais, Bianchett said.

For example, a check might he made on a
system that 1s supposed to have 3,600 gallons of

). N

4 aadd

waéer per mnute flowing through 1t, Biancheti
sa1

Workers would examme whether calcula-
hons and engimeering work show the system 13
able to pump that much water, Branchett: saud
Niagara Mohawk would also check whether the
sy 5leu fias beeh tested al 3,000 gallons por oun-
ute, he said.

The review requires a significant fimancial
cost, said Bianchetty, but he wouldn't give a spe-
cific figure.

So far, Barry Norris, the NRC's senor resgi-
dent mspeetor for Nmme Mile 1 and 2, said he
hasn’t been mformed of any sigmificant n-
stances where the plants aren't complying with
the design, .

_The James !A. FitzPatrick 1Nuclear Power
vear, said Mike Redding, a spokesman Tor the
New York Power Authonty The work 15 ex-
pected to take at‘ least one to two years, he sad.

Cash registers
put to work

» Nobody knew how
to program the cash
registers.

By Sue Weibezahl
Staff Writer

Four computernzed cash regis-
ters sat i unopened boxes for two
vears at City Hall because no one
knew how to program them

The regsters are operating and
have streamlmed business at the
c1ty’s finance department

Common Council members dis-
covered 1 March that the comput-
ers, which cost $1,000 each, had
not been mstalled two years after
they were purchased

Employees from the city’s in-
formation systems department
completed a software program to
connect each computer’s data to
the city mainframe, said Dan Boc-
cardo, first deputy finance commis-
sIoner.

All four were runming by early
April — just m time for the busy
pr{:})erty tax payment seasom, he
sand.

The registers are used in the fi-
nance department to take m
money for property taxes and
water bills,

The registers used for the past
two decades were programmed to
keep track of only their own trans-
actions. Employees would then
have to combine the reports to
store all the information. Now, reg-
1sters keep runming tailies and
transmit the data automatically to
the main city computer lines, Boc-

The old registers also broke
down regwlarly, often stalling op-
erations for weeks,

Doctor

loses his

-

license

P Utica obstetrician __
admitted drug use and:
is accused of causing .
accident. :

The Associated Press

UTICA ~ The state Departmeht
of Health has revoked the heenge
of a doctor who admitted to beinga
regular drug user and was mnvolv-
ed m a May car crash that cnticale
1y injured a womai

Gary Lee Gzines, 45, an obstetri-
cun-gynecclogst, was Involyed i
owlcz, 44, ot Onskany 1o Unversi-
ty Hogmtal m Syracuse with skull
iractures She remained at the hos-
pital for several weeks and 15 re-
covering at a rehabihitation cenfer.

Doactaors have said that recovery
for Markowicz, who 15 suffering
memory loss, could take ohe to two
years

Games was charged with nine
vehicle and traffic violattons, wn-
cluding reckless driving, six days
after the crash He faled to take-an
alcohol hreath-screening test at
the scene.

Games surrendered his medical
heense to the state July 4 after ad-
mitting to the charges. He can
apply for remnstatemen. In three
years, state officials said.

Ganes admitted to alcohol and
cocamne abuse According to the
charges, he abused several drugs
within the past year.

This 15 not the first time Gamnes
has been 1n trouble. His Connecti-
cut medical license was placed on
probation for three years, accord-
ing to the Federal Regster, and
Connecticut state records show 1t
expired in Sepiember 1989

His Georgia medical License was
revoked because he failed to renew
by the end of the penalty period,
according to a letter from the
Georgia Composite State Board of
Medical Examiners The board said
il was concerned about allegations
of marjuana possession and false
swearlng m while Gamnes was m
the Army.

(Gamnes served in the Army on
active duty for a decade and was
discharged as a major 1n 1987. His
appheation m 1989 for a Drug En-
forcement Admmnistration license
10 handle controlied subsiances
wag demied 1 1992, according to
the Federal Register -

The order for that demal stat
Gatnes could apply for the DEA 4-
cense one year Jater An admims-
trative law judge said Gamnes' use
of cocame and maryuana 1n the
Army and false statements on hus
appheation for the license made
him unfit to handle drugs.

Merchants
don’t sing
the blues

B MERCHANTS
Continued from Page AS

15 closed,” said John Lyons, work.
mg Sunday at the Liverpool Sport-
center sporting goods store, push-
g w-hne skates. “They don't
have a clue what's gomg on.”

Parker heard the same type of
questions from his custonters aver
the weekend.

“No one came around before the
event asking me to post anything,”
he sa1d with a shrug

There are merchants, event
coordtnators, museum directors
and politiclans who want that to
change.

The Metropolitan Development
Assotiation has been asked by As-
semblyman Michael Bragman, D-
Cicero, to develop a plan (o coordi-
nate marketing and promotion of
the entertainment and retail assets
and events 1o Central New York.

In about a week, the MDA will
present that plan to Bragman to
see what money-fueled aetion can
be taken,

The study can take a hint from
Bruee Block, owner of Antigue Un-
derground iz Syracuse’s Armory
Square.

“I used to be closed Sundays”
said Block, showing an antique dia-
mond ring to a customer Sunday
afternoon ard acknowledgmg festi-
val-goers were straggling into.his
shop “Now, I'm open on Sundays
straight through the year because
there’s so much gomg on. Sundays
have heen profitahla
The last to clean up from one of
the festivals would be countmg
therr money in nickels,

Four men pushing shopping
carts down Chnton Street Sunday
night wiil be pointing them toward
redemption centers. They had the
empty beer cans and bottles that
overflowed trash cans and the
lawns around Clinton Square,

T hnt wran thane!s NN pave 1w
there,” said one of them. They

didn't want give their names.
“That’s a 1ot of cans.”



